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Getting the

ravel bugs in the City had
areason to rejoice. India’s
biggest travel fair Travel
and Tourism Fair (T'1'F) was
held at Palace Grounds
recently.
The three-day event, a high-
L awaited fixture in the travel
ndustry, had over 250 partici-
pants from all over India
which included representa-
non from 17 states and three
countries, Karnataka
Tourism had a very impres-
sive presence at the TTF,
Apart from Karnataka, Jam-
mu & Kashmir as well as Ker-
ala were the feature states.
The main highlight of TTF
Bangalore though was the Hi-
machali Food and Culruiral
Festival organised by the L1i-
machal Pradesh Tourism.
Bangloreans at the venue
gota taste of scrumptious Hi-

best bargain

imachali cuisine which they
lapped it up with delight.

In spite of the demand, Hi-
machali cuisine was served
only during lunch time at the
VCNUe.

Talking about the authen-
ticity of the cuisine, Madhu
Sankhyan of the Himachal
Pradesh Tourism said, “The
cook has been brought from
Himachal to make sure that
the people of Bangalore are
served authente Himachali
food.” Apart from the cuisine,
the festival also featured Hi-
machali men and women per-
forming a tradidonal dance
called Neti which was a de-
light to watch.

Nepal, which is observing
201H as Visit Nepal Year, also
had a big presence at the TTF.
Nepal and Hong Kong were
the feature countries at the
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RioH ThE Karnataka Stéll éf the Trével and Tourism Fai'r.

fair. Apart from State Tourism
Organisation, T'TEF Bangalore
saw participation froma large
number ol hotels, resorts,
travel agents, tour-operators,
cruise lines, railways, travel
portals and publications. Sud-
hakar Rao of Rao Travels, a
participant at the event said,
"This is a great place to net-
work and build contacts in the
travel fraternity, Healthy com-
petiion exists and even the
customers benefit as they are
provided excellent travel deals

at a reasonable price.”
Bangloreans at the venue
too agreed that the wavel fair
surely broadened their hori-
7on as lar as new travel deals
and destinations were con-
cerned. Suchismita Mohanty,
a customer service executive
at the venue said, “I come
here every year, and this fair
just seems to be getting better.
Information wise, this is your
one stop when it comes 10
planning a trip.”
DHNS
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'FIRST PROJECT IN HELI-TOURISM TO TAKE WING SOON

Night safari to begm In'a month

Busky Hha nna

After receiving the state high court’s
nod, the tourism minister is geared up
tostart the most sought-after night sa-
far1 in Bannerghatta Biological Park
(BBP)..Work on the ambitious project
would commence within a month af-
ter sorting out certain legal formali-
t1es, said G Janardhana Reddy, minis-
ter for tourism, infrastructure and
youth services, on Friday. He was
speaking on the sidelines of the inau-
guration of the three-day travel and
tourism fair at Palace Grounds.

The night safari at BBP ran into
controversy as environmentalists op-
posed the project. They argued the
project would affect the elephant cor- _ :
ridor, disturbing the pachyderms’mi- Artistes from Himachal Pradesh attract visitors during the Travel and
gratory patterns. Several forest offi- Tourism Fair being held at Palace Grounds on Friday. —Mohan Kumar BN
cials also opposed the project.

The high court gave a conditional
green signal to night safari on De- game o s e e QArEe e 7
cember 30 directing the government to b The travel and tuunam fair was e fnnd festwal on Saturdﬂy alung

adhere to the norms as mentioned in Inaugu rated at the Falace e w:th an interactive sesslnn on .
the project proposal. Night safari at i ,ﬁruunds on Frlday*“The lnaugural . the, destmatmn e ol
BBP would come up at a cost of 178 ﬂar was mnétly raseweﬂ for } Sanjiv" m| chairman and
crore. While ¥72 crore would be raised tmva!—trade I’nteractlnn LEOEO nf :Fﬂﬂfﬂst Med:a tha |
E%lmﬁfﬁ ;lfgﬁsﬁt:rrger-:wernmentwﬂl _ } Over 250 parl:lcipants frum 184~ _-“5.__;-_5-.:nrga n[sar of the event, said the
& . *“artates and three countries are. next twu days of the event
Being approved and listed unider the participating in the event. Over  would be dedicated to the
global investor’s meet {(%H”I)’EE.P I_il'li-: - 15,000 visitors are expectedto -"-Flllbllﬂ S R e
| pisneing hven £o ght A " visit the falr. Entry to the event th tri ut i
BBP along with heli-tourism, saidRed- ;% At habkE o ) He said that tourism contrib es_ |
dy. The first project in the heli-tourism ;EE:: Slpu {i::tl ngﬂ Qv n 9%-10% of the GDP. and onein
circuit plan would start in a month. __..;ar dﬂnune :?:r?;nfair na “”‘_5_ can . every 10 citizens is in some way-‘.
Another project under the GIM — e PR i or the other mnnectad to the
aqua marine park and tourism — will ) The star attraction nf the fa!r is . travel industry. “Maximum
 stavt in Mangalore soon. “So far, all :ithe stalls from .Iammu and . . number of participants this yg;r
projects proposed under the GIM are Kashmlr, H:machal Pradash and ~ isfrom Kerala, Jammu and -
getting clearance and we aim to com- : Nepal: To attract mura visitors, = Kashmir, and Ne pal,” said

plete them at the earliest,” said Reddw. Himachal tuurism is urgantsing a Agarwal..
k_bhasky@dnaindia.net
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Night safari work
to begin in 1 month

Bangalore: Work on the
much-debated night
safari at Bannerghatta
National park will start in
a month. Tourism minister
G Janardhana Reddy said
some legal formalities
have to be sorted out
before work can begin.
The heli-tourism project
covering the heritage
circuit will also start
within a month. The
minister announced this
after inaugurating the
travel and tourism fair on
Friday. TN



