imma”
News Today

‘Centre doing a lot to woo foreigners'
Date: 08-01-2011 | Edition: Chennai | Page: 3 | Source: Bureau | Clip size (cm): W: 11 H: 18

“Centre doing a lot

to woo foreigners’

k- - : L
| Chennai Corporation Mayor M Subramanian inaugurating the Travel and

_} Tourism Fair (TTF) organised by Fairfest Media Ltd in Chennai yester-
| day. Regional director (South), Ministry of Tourism, Sanjay Sreevats and
L. Fairfest Media Ltd executive director G lbrahim are also seen.

Aishwarya VP
, Chennai, Jan 8:

The Union government is taking
a series of steps to provide foreign
tourists a feel-at-home atmosphere
while visiting India. For that it has
come out with catchy phrases ‘Adithi
Devo Bhava' (Guests are like God),
says Sanjay Sreevats. regional di-
rector (south) Ministry of Tourism.

Speaking on the sidelines of a three-
day Travel and Tourism Fair (TTF) or-
ganised by Fairfest Media Ltd at Raja
Muthaiah and Rani Meyyammai Hall
in Chennai yesterday, Sanjay said
tourism is the third largest foreign ex-
change for the country next to gems,
jewellery and textiles.

Inviting more and more tourists to
the country not only earns revenue
for the Central dovernment, but also
to private parties like trave! and tour-
ism agents, he said.

About the ‘Incredible India’ cam-
paign, he said, ‘We want to brand
our country, thus arose this cam-
paign during which international
journalists are invited and seminars
are held so that they can focus more
on tourism sector in India, he said.

On the new initiative ‘Look East
Policy’, Sanjay said that the idea
was to concentrate on China, Tai-
wan, Malaysia, Singapore and other
Far- Eastern countries as most of
the tourists are expected to come

- from those places. Cultural tourism,

spiritual tourism, adventurous tour-
ism, marine tourism and medical
tourism are gaining importance in In-
dia, he said. Nearly 125 participants
from 12 States and three foreign
countries are taking part in the TTF.

Chennai Corporation Mayor M
Subramanian inaugurated the fair L
on Friday. Fg
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Fair offers exciting
tourist options

Staff Reporter

CHENNAL It need not always be
the snow-capped peaks of the
Alps or the up-market streets
of Milan that can give you
out-of-the-world experience
on your holidays. Domestic
tourists can still unwind at
the foothills of mesmerising
mountains or relive the glory
of royalty at heritage palaces
at affordable rates..

The Travel and Tourism
Fair, which got under way
here on Friday at the Raja
Muthiah and Rani Meyyamai
Halls, throws open a range of
tourist spots in the country.
Pictures of serene lakes in Hi-
machal Pradesh, blossoming
gardens in Jammu and Kash-
mir, and cosy resorts in Kar-
nataka are some of the
options. Representatives
from each State roll out excit-
ing offers.

Rajasthan’s = Palace on
Wheels and Royal Rajasthan

on Wheels drew many
queries. “We have seen an in-
crease in the number of tour-
ists from Tamil Nadu to
Rajasthan. Nearly 800 people
visited our stalls on the first
day,” said Anil Rathore, As-
sistant Director, Department
of Tourism, Government of
Rajasthan, Karnataka has put
up a stall promoting places
such as Kollur, Dharmastala,
Sringeri and Udupi, “We are
also keen on popularising
less-explored places,” says
Roashan Pinto, President,
Mangalore Association of
Travel Agents. Information
on fascinating options in
‘God’s own country’ Kerala
are also available. Other
States’ tourist boards and re-
sorts in States including

those in Gujarat, Maharash-

tra and West Bengal have at-
tractive offers. The exhibition
will be on from 11 a.m, to 8
p.m., till January 9. The ‘Host
State’ is Tamil Nadu Tourism.



Dina Bhumi
India’s biggest travel fair in Chennai
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