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‘Tourism fair a success

statesman news service

NEW DELHI. 26 FEB: With
about 12 million Indians travel-
ling overseas annually, many
countries are competing (o get
a share of the country’s out-
bound tourism market which is
projected to grow by 12 to 13
per cent per vear till 2015,

In an indication of the
potential India has a tourism
generating market, 27 coun-
tries participated in the three-
day Travel and Tourism Fair
(TTF) which ended in the
Capital today.

While Canada and China had.
a big presence in the TTF as
- partner countries, other over-
seas participants were from
countries including Macau,
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Philippines.
Belgium, Brazil, Chile, Czech

Argentina,

Republic, Ecuador, Egypt,
Hungary, Japan, Malaysia,
Maldives, Mexico, Peru, Russia,

Seychelles, Singapore, Syrig,
Taiwan, Tanzania, Thailand and

Uzbekistan. L
“The number of participants
has gone up by 20 per cent this

vear. While last vear we had
250, this time we have 300 par-

ticipants,” said Mr Sanjiv
Agarwal, chairman and chief
executive  officer,  Fairfest

Media Limited that organises
the TTF.

More than 7,500 people
including 4,500 trade visitors

visited the fair in three days.
“For everv one tourist coming
into India, on an average wo
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Indian tourists are going out
because the visa policy is flexi-
ble in other countries. They are
also offering very good deals to
tourists as compared to offers
available in India,” Mr Agarwal
said.

TTF is organised in seven
other major travel markets in
India — Mumbai, Kolkata,
Chennai, Bangalore,
Hyderabad, Ahmedabad and
Surat.

Participants at TTF included
national and state tourism
boards, theme parks, hotels,
resorts, travel agents, tour
operators, online travel agen-
cies, airlines, cruise-lines, rail-
ways, ground transportation
agencies, travel-related finan-
cial products and travel media.
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Political & Business Daily

PBD BUREAU
NEW DELHI, FEB 24

UNION Minister of OState
Sultan Ahmed inaugurated
travel show called Travel &
Tourism Fair & Outbound
Travel Mart (TTF&OTM) in
the Capital today. This year
the number of participants
has increased to 300 from 250
last year. ’
Canada and China have a
big presence as partner coun-
tries, with the stall of Canada
drawing maximum crowd as
a cartoonist was entertaining
the people with zeal. Other
foreign countries which have
participated in the show are
Macau, Philippines,
Argentina, Belgium, Brazil,
Chile, Czech Republic,
Dubai, Ecuador, Egypt,
Hungary, [apan, Malaysia,

Maldives, Mexico, Peruy,
Rﬁussm, Seychelles,
Singapore, Syria, Taiwan,

Tanzania, Thailand and

Uzbekistan.

"I liked the Canada stall as
the attendants are very cour-
teous in giving the informa-
tion," said a visitor at the
show. Among the domestic
stalls, people thronged the
stalls of Jammu and Kashmir
and Kerala. The visitors
enquired about staying in
house boats. "The situation in

participating

Kashmir is improving a bit
these days and we are plan-
ning to visit Srinagar this
summer,” said a visitor.

Other states which are
at the show
include Uttarakhand,
Himachal Pradesh, Gujarat,
Karnataka, West Bengal and
Punjab, while Delhi is the
host state.
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