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T'ravel, tourism fair begins

Staff Reporter

HYDERABAD: Tours can be fun
and exciting but poor plan-
ning and lack of accommoda-
tion at preferred destinations
can mar the enjoyment.

To help you plan holidays
better and explore different
tour packages across the
country and abroad, Fairfest
Media Limited is conducting
a Travel and Tourism Fair at
Hitex Convention Centre,
Madhapur in the city.

Right from pilgrimage to
adventure tour packages,
over 170 travel organisations
from 19 States and seven
countries are participating in
the fair. Entry is free.

Besides State tourism orga-

nisations, representatives
from hotels, resorts, travel
agencies, cruise-lines etc, will
operate their stalls.

The fair was inaugurated
by Tourism Minister Vatti
Vasanth Kumar, Speaking on
the occasion, Mr. Kumar said
pilgrim centres like Tirupati
continue to draw visitors and
there was scope for promot-
ing other tourist destinations
in the State.

Andhra Pradesh has one of
the biggest coastlines in the
country and is still urrtapped
in terms of promoting tou-
rism. Emphasis would be laid
on generating employment
through different tourism
projects in the future, said
Mr. Kumar.,

Visitors at the Travel and Tourism Fair, which is on till

It is an ideal platform for
travel and tourism organisa-
tions to strengthen their mar-
keting campaigns for the
forthcoming peak festive va- ‘
cations. A survey was con- |
ducted last year in which it
was found that 56 per cent of
Hyderbadis, who visited the
fair, preferred domestic tou-
rism, while 26 per cent ex-
pressed their desire to
holiday overseas, said Sanjiv
Agarwal, chairman of Fairfest
Media Limited.

Over 10,000 visitors are ex-
pected to visit the fair, which
concludes on Sunday. Vis-
itors have the option of book-
ing packages in advance and
they will be offered good dis-
counts, claimed Mr. Agarwal.
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und the world in three days

The Travel and Tourism Fair opens today. City Express gives you the details about
what you can find at the 170 stalls from across the globe

rom the backwaters
down south in Kerala
to the beach side sun-
bathing in Goa to the ex-
otic cuisine and temples in
Thailand and the pyramids
of Egypt, the Travel and

Tourism Fair (TTF) has it

all. The annual fair which
tours across 10 cities in the
country, is in its 22nd year
and 87th edition. Conducted
by Fairfest Media and the
Outbound Travel Mart, the
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fair is-an initiative to give
marketing oppotunities t{}
tourist destinations.

TTF has stalls from over
170 parties, including 19

Indian states, the Union
Territories, and seven

countries including Egvpt,
Turkey, Maldives, Thailand,
Dubai, Kenva and Malaysia.
It also includes hospitality

“desks, farmhouse resorts,

hoteliers, travel agents,

river-side resorts and even

an African safari guide. The
fair's expanse and popularity
is a testimony to the strong
growth in the tourism de-
partment and the changing
Indian attitude towards vaca-
tioning. Organisers expect a
10,000 strong crowd to turn
up for the event. This vear's
TTF was inaugurated by the
State minister for tourism,
Vasant Kumar, in the pres-
ence of commissioner for
tourism, Sabyasachi Ghosh,
CEO of Fairfest Media Sanjiv
Agarwal and the vice chair-
man and managing director
for Andhra Pradesh Tourism
Development Corporation,

Utiarkand Tourism
Development Board is
tapping into the adventure
2one of Uttarkand which
offers ice skating, river
rafting, camping, paraglid-
ing and so on. Packages
range from 34500 (3 days)
to 27000 {5 days)

Sandeep Kumar Sulthania.
While adressing the press
conference on Friday in the
city, minister Vasant Kumar
said, “Thereisadireneed to
promote teurism in India
and to bring about a unified
collaborative effort in doing

so. While this is a wonderful
opportunity for stakeholders
(in the industry) to come to-
gether, I hope our commis-
sioner and the managing
director will work to ensure
that Andhra Pradesh be
given better attention.” He
also commented on the fact
that though Andhra Pradesh
has the highest tourist per-
centage, most of this comes
from pilgrims travelling to
Tirupathi. In this regard,
he hoped an improvement
would be worked upon.
Talking about the market
and the fair, CEQ of Fairfest
Media, Sanjiv Agarwal said,
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“Since we pioneered this fair
20 years ago, we have scen
a 20 per cent growth in the
market almost every vear,
The traditional Indian takes
a vacation as a family and
is willing to spend for the
same,” Also, the fact that
India has developed into an
econoinic power house cou-
pled with the work pressure
from IT cos, more people are
turning to vacationing.
TTF, that kick-started on
July 8 for the traders, opens
up for the public on July ¢
and 10, from 11 am to 7 pm
at the HITEX.
Manasa Mohan
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AP looks to offer tourists
more than jllSt pllgrlm centres

Our Bureau
Hyderabad, July 8
Development of the long
coastline and hmnessmg the
potential of various tourism
sites in the State will attract
visitors to the .State looking
bevond the traditional pil-
grim centres, according to Mr
V.Vasant Kumar, State Minis-

ter for Tourism.

“We need to develop in-
frastructure to tap into vari-
ous tourists spots along the
coast. Pilgrim centres such as
Tirupati continues to be the
main draw.

Therefore, we need to tap
into potential of other desti-
nations, particularly those in
the coastal districts, by devel-
oping related infrastructure,”
he said.

CREATING JOBS

Speaking to newspersons af-
ter 1naugurating the travel
and tourism fair at Hitex Ex-
hibition centre here today,
Mr Vasant Kumar said that
State Government would
seek to generate new employ-
ment by developing new tour-
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Dance to woo tourists: A Gujarati troupe perfor ming
‘dandiya’ at the Travel and Trade Fair that opened in
Hyderabad on Friday. — P.V. Sivakumar

iIst destinations. The 87%
edition of TTF, the travel and
tourism fair, organised by
Fairfest Media, had participa-

tion from over 170 domestic
and outbound travel organi-
sations from all over India
and abroad.

Representatives from Du-
bai, Egypt, Kenya, Malaysia,
Maldives, Turkev and Thai-
land also participated to
showcase opportunities for
tourists back home.
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EGYPT'S CAMPAIGN
Egypt through a new cam-

e

paign sought to project it as a |
safe and secure destination |

after the recent democratic
movement,

Mr Adel El Masry, Director

of Egypt Tourism Office in In- |

dia in a statement said: “The |

country hasbeen aprefer ence |
for visitors in India now fora |

long time. Egypt has been in- |
creasing the frequency of |

flights with the support of
Egypt Air. Last year, Egyptre-
ceived 14.7 million tourists
from.all over the world.

Although due to the politi-
cal events early this year the
tourism saw a dip, the coun-
try is all geared up for a
turnaround.”

“Egvpt had 1,14,000 tour- "

ists from India last year. We
expect the number to grow,”
he said.
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AP to promote more
tourlst destmauons

ES REPDHTEH
" Hyderabad, 8 July

‘ AS amajority of the tourists
' visiting Andhra Pradesh are
religious tourists, the state
* government is planning to pro-
~ mote other religious sites, es-
pecially in the coastal areas,
~according to state tourism
minister V Vasanth Kumar
Inaugurating the 87th edi-
- tion of the Travel and Tourism
Fair (TTF) at Hyderabad, Ku-
mar said, “Most of the tourist
destinations in the state are still
untapped, and we will focus on
promoting those places.This
- year, the special focus will be on
- employment generationin the
tourism segment in the state.”
Sanjiv Agarwal, chairman
and chief executive of the
Fairfest Media, which organ-
- 1sed the Hyderabad TTF, said,
“The trade show industry is
highly unorganised in India,
and itis emerging.”
' Fairfest Media, which ¢on-
- ducts TTFs in 10 cities across

the country annually, is see-

ing a double-digit growth

year-on-year. Last year; it :
grew 22 per cent, clockingrev-
enues ofX13.5 crore revenues.
“This year, we are projecting

a S0 per cent growth, to reach
¥20 crore in revenues,” Agar-
wal added.

“There are changes hap-
pening in the trade fair and
trade show industry in India,
and the number of interna-
tional participants are grow-
ing each year,” he said. .

- The three-day TTF, which
kicked-off here on Friday, saw
the participation of 170 do-
mestic and outbound travelor- . | -
ganisations from seven coun-
tries — Dubai, Egypt, Kenya,
Malaysia, the Maldives,
Turkey and Thailand.

The fair was organised in
association with the AP
tourism, Union ministry of
tourism, Pacific Asia Travel
Assr.:cmtmn (PATA) and As-

soclation of Domestic Tour
Operators in India (ADTOI).
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