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Fairfest Media Ltd is hold-
ing a Travel and Tourism Fair
(TTF) here in association
with the West Bengal Tou-
rism Department.

The three-day fair was in-
augurated by Mr Manaben-
dra Mukherjee, West Bengal
Minister for Tourism, in the
presence of Mr Madan
Kaushik, Uttarakhand Minis-
ter for Tourism, and Mr San-
jiv Agarwal, Chairman and

fest Media Ltd, on Saturday:.
The fair is a one-stop travel
and holiday planner showcas-
ing national and international
destinations and offers best
deals in travel and holiday
packages for Puja vacations, a
press release said. -
TTF-Kolkata has brought
together more than 300 par-
ticipants from within the
country and -abroad under
one roof. Bhutan, China, Du-
bai, Egypt, Nepal Cambodia
and Korea are some of the

Kolka

Chief Executive Officer, Fair- *

countries participating in the
fair.

“With over 50 exhibitors,
Uttarakhand is the largest
contingent, ‘as the partner
State. Gujarat continues its
aggressive marketing cam-
paign in Kolkata as partner
State this year too, with 22
private operators. Jammu &
Kashmir, Himachal Pradesh,
Rajasthan, Chhattisgarh, Kar-
nataka and Kerala are partici-
pating as feature States,” the
release said.

Besides State and national
tourism bodies, TTF-Kolkata
also witnessed participation

of a large number of hotels

resorts, travel agents, tonr-
operators, cruiselines, rail-

ways, travel portals and pub-

lications among athers.

“While it 15 well-known
that Bengal is a top domestic
tourism market in India,
larger international partici-
pation suggests increasing in-
terestin outbound travel,” Mr
Agarwal said.

A number of activities have

ta Travel and
Tourism Fair begin

been lined up by the partici-
pants to draw visitors to their
stalls, and ultimately to their
destinations, Gujarat, Utta-
rakhand and a few States have
brought cultural troupes
from their States to perform
periodically at the wvenue
while others such as Jhark-
hand and Chattisgarh plan to
organise presentations for the
travel trade and media,

The Eastern Himalayas
Travel and Tour Operators
Association in collaboration
with TTF also plans to orga-
nise an interactive session
with media and travel trade |

‘on monsoon tourism, and

how it could be an exciting
new travel concept for the
eastern region, the release
said. Y

Last weekend, TTF was or-
ganised in Hyderabad with
great response from both
travel trade and general vis-
itors. From Kolkata, TTF will
move to Ahmedabad {August
20}'—32} and Surat (August 27-
29). '
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Clean up city to
draw tourists,
MoS tells mayor

TIMES NEWS NETWORK

Kolkata: Union minister of
state for tourism, Sultan
Ahmed, who is also the Tri-
namool Congress MP from
Howrah, has urged mayor So-
van Chatterjee to clean up the
city if he intends it to become
a tourist destination. Ahmed
was speaking at the valedicto-
ry session of the Travel and
Tourism Fair {TTF) at the Town
Hall on1 Monday Chatteriee was
present at the programme,
Kolkata has the potential
to develop into a tourist hot

spot because of its rich her-
itage and the Hooghly that
flows by, said the minister.
However, tourists from all over
the world and the rest of the
country would get attracted to
the city only if they find it
clean, he asserted. “Turge the
mayor to make Kolkata clean
and green,” Ahmed said.

The tourizm minisiry feels
Bengal can develop into a
tourist destination. But unlike
states like Uttarakhand, Ra-
jasthan, Kerala and Himachal
Pradesh, Bengal hasn't devel-
oped its tourism potential.
"Bengal has wildlife, forests,
mountains, rivers and can de-
vielop these to become a tourism
hot spot. Unfortunately, the

rection and, hence, is yet to be-
come a choice destination for
tourists,” Ahmed said.

Under an agreement be-
tween the tourism and HRD
ministries, travel and tourism
will soon be taught as a sub-
ject in schools, he added. “Ben-
gal needs good roads.and budg-
et hotels immediately, if you
expect tourists to flock here,”
Ahmed said,

Chatterjee said the Kolkata
Municipal Corporation has
joined hands with the ministry
of railwavs to develop the
Hooghly banks on the Kolkata
side . and
turn it intoa
tourist des-
tination.
“There isno
reason why
Kolkata
shouldn't be-
come  the
most visited
city in the
country.
We'll do
everything
in our capacity to ensure that,”
Chatterjee promised. He, too,
reminded those present that
Bengal is extremely rich in
natural surroundings, but
unfortunately, tourism has
not been developed here due
to lack of interest on the part
of the state,

This year, more than 30,000
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visitors thronged TTF that
started on July 31 and ended
on Monday Apart from all the :
states of India, seven countries :
participated in the event. Fair- :
fest, the organisers, said TTF :

will soon go global and Indian
tourism spots would be show-

cased in a forthcoming event

to be held at San Francisco.

Bengal will be featured in this =

event, too.
-




| Publication | The Asian Age
Edition Kolkata
Date 3" August, 2010 =
Page No. 9

“State has failed to utilise Central funds’

AGE CORRESPONDENT

KOLKATA

Aug. 2: The state govern-
ment has not utilised even
50 per cent of the funds
allocated by the Centre for
the promotion of tourism in
West Bengal, Union minis-
ter of state for tourism
Sultan Ahmed said.
Speaking on the sidelines
of the valedictory session of

Union minister of state for tourism Sultan Ahmed wat

in Kolkata on Monday.

the Travel and Tourism Fair
(TTF) on Monday, Mr
Ahmed said, “West Bengal
lacks proper facilities for
the tourists. This state is not
advanced as far as the
tourism is concermned. The
state government even

failed to utilise more than
50 per cent of the Central

£

tourism promotion

fund for promotion of
tourism in the last five
years."

Speaking on the occasion,
city mayor Sovan
Chatterjee promised 1o
make Kolkata a more
attractive destination for the
tourists.

“The Kolkata Municipal

ches a performance by a
troop from Gujarat during the final day of the travel and tourism fair at Town Hall

PHOTO: Abhijit Mukherjee

Corporation (KMC) has
taken initiative for the beau-
tification of ghats of the
river Hooghly and an MoU
has been signed between
the KMC, the Kolkata Port
Trust and the railways for
the beautification of the
rver front . We want pub-
lic-private-partnership (P-
P-P) for beautification of
the river banks” the city
mayor said.
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