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Nawang Rigzin, Minister of Tourism for J&K, Khaled El Bakly, Ambassador of Eygyt, Nasir Aslam Wani, Minister of State for Tourism, J&K, Vipul Mitira,
Secretary, Tourism for Gujarat, Li Xiang Yang, Vice Consul General, People’s Republic of China, Derek Galpin, MD-[Janada Tourism Commission, China

e T — e —

&India, SanjivAgarwal, Chairman & CEO Fairfest Media, displaying the TTF&0TM directory for 2011.

By Sagar Joshi

Ow:r 700 exhibitors from 34 coun-
tries participated at the country’s
biggest travel show TTF&OTM,
which was inaugurated at the Bombay
Exhibition Centre in Goregoan, yester-
day. The show will conclude on Sunday.

As per the statistics revealed at the
show, currently, at least 12 million Indi-
ans travel overseas and the number is
expected to grow by 13 per cent per
year, till 2015. According to the World
ITravel & Tourism Council (WTCC) re-
port for India, travel and tourism in-
dustry contributes 8.6 per cent to the
GDP which is expected to increase to 9
per cent by 2020. Similar to the GDP,
even the percentage of employment,
which currently is 4.9 crore employees
will rise by almost a crore (5.8) in the
* hext nine years.

While all the exhibitors attracted
media attention, eyes were glued on the

stall allotted to the Egypt Tourism. Talk-
ing to the media, Adel El Masry, Direc-
tor of Egypt Tourism for India said, “The
recent democratic political movement
in the country was aimed at the devel-
opment of the institutional framework
of the state and a democratic society in
the Egypt. TTF&OTM provides an ideal
platform to kickstart our marketing
campaigns for the upcoming peak sea-
son.” He also added that the dialogue
between Egypt’s political parties is suc-
cessfully heading towards a state of na-
tional reconciliation and that general
indicators confirm of life returning to
normalcy in the country, as both the
government and private institutes
started functioning in their customary
manner.

Talking to the ADC on the present
scenario in the country, Khaled El Bakly,
Ambassador of Egypt to India, said,
"What we have today is a brand new
Egypt. An Egypt made by its people. We

are hoping for a total reform in the next
six months, but with the kind of enthu-
siasm exhibited by the countrymen it
might take even less time. The world
will shortly have a liberal and a civil
Egypt.”

Some of the important dignitaries
present on the dais were Nawang
Rigzin, Minister of Tourism for J&K,
Khaled El Bakly, Ambassador of Eygyt,
Nasir Aslam Wani, Minister of State for
Tourism, J&K, Vipul Mittra, Secretary;,
Tourism for Gujarat, LiXiang Yang, Vice
Consul General People’s Republic of
China, Derek Galpin, Managing Direc-
tor Canada Tourism Commission,
China & India, Sanjiv Agarwal Chair-
man & CEO Fairfest Media Limited.
However, Chhagan Bhujbal, Minister of
Tourism for state, was conspicuous by
his absence. When inquired, the organ-
izers stated that Bhujbal had to cancel
his visit as he had to attend an impor-
lant meeting.
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:I"TF&OTM“draws to a close
with over 15,000 visitors

The country’s biggest travel show,
TTF&OTM, came to an end at
Bombay Exhibition Centre, NSE Com-
plex, Goregaon with over 15,000
people including 10,000 trade visi-
tors visiting the fair in 3 days.

Awards were given to the partici-
pants for design and display of
booths. Please refer the Awards

- List for full details.

Belgium, Croatia, Hungary, Israel,
Philippines, Seychelles, and
Uzbekistan were represented for the
first time in TTF&ROTM Mumbai.
Canada, China, Egypt, Thailand, Is-
rael and Nepal had a big presence as
Partner Countries, while the Feature
Countries were Macau, Turkey, Indo-
nesia, Bhutan, Kenya, Korea and
Philippines. The other overseas par-
tcipants were from Argentina, Chile,
Czech Republic, Ecuador, Hong Kong,
India, Japan, Maldives, Mexico, Rus-
sia, Singapore, Sri Lanka, Tanzania,
and the United Kingdom.

From India, Partner States like
Uttarakhand, Jarmmu and Kashmir,
Himachal, Gujarat and Kerala partici-
pated with large private delegations
of 50 plus each. Karnataka, West
Bengal and Punjab were the Feature

States this time, while Maharashtra
was the Host State.

The other states represented in-
clude Andhra Pradesh, Andaman,
Assam, Chandigarh, Dadra & Nagar
Haveli, Delhi, Goa, Haryana,
Jharkhand, Lakshadweep, Madhya
Pradesh, Meghalaya, Orissa,
Rajasthan, Sikkim, Tamil Nadu and
Uttar Pradesh.

Most of the destinations, interna-
tional as well as domestic, made an
aggressive pitch for the Indian Tour-
Ist with attractive displays and eye-
catching exhibits showcasing their
attractions. Culture, nature, adven-
ture, cuisine, history, antiquities,
shopping, events etc. were all show-
cased here.

Continuing the trend of public-pni-
vate partnership in destination pro-
motion, many of the countries and
states participated along with private
operators. Prominent among these
were the large contingents from Thai-
land, Nepal, China, Philippines,
Macau, Canada, Bhutan, Kenya, Tur-
key, and Indonesia. Even first-tim-
ers like Israel, Seychelles and Phil-
ippines had brought along private
sector co-exhibitors.
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